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Like Newborn Babies

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

“There are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood” (1 John 5:4–10). These three point to Christ and flow from Christ. Jesus shows His disciples His hands and the side from which blood and water flowed, saying “Peace be with you.” He presents the wounds that turn our fear to gladness and that restore us to the Father. Jesus breathes on His disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:19–31); His breath—His words—are Spirit and life; they raise up our dry, dead bones and give us new and everlasting life (Ezekiel 37:1–14). Christ now gives His ministers to speak His forgiving, Spirit-filled words to the penitent in His stead. Our Lord comes to His people, presenting His wounds to us in the Sacraments of water and blood, that believing we may have life in His name.
White, depicting the glory and purity of the risen Lord Jesus, is the color of the Easter Season.

Language of the Faith

Ezekiel was a priest who was also a prophet during the time of Israel’s exile in Babylonia. His preaching is filled with visions and symbolic language that gave hope to God’s people and that helped shape the imagery of the book of Revelation. His name means “God strengthens.”

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


We sing our prayer, that our faith remain strong though we have not seen with our eyes the Lord as Thomas was granted.

LSB 470, “O Sons and Daughters of the King”

Service of the Word

Introit, 1 Peter 2 & Psalm 81

The work of our redemption by Christ, the essence of Easter, has made our new birth in Holy Baptism possible. We must now be nourished by Word and Sacrament and grow in the knowledge and grace of Christ.

Like newborn infants, Alleluia, Long for the pure spiritual milk of the Word. Alleluia. Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob! In distress you called, and I delivered you; I answered you in the secret place of thunder. I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it; And with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation & Collect for Quasimodogeniti page 189


We pray that we produce the fruits of Easter in our life.

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 37:1-14

God reveals to Ezekiel His power to raise the dead.

1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And He led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 

12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O My people. 14And I will put My Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

Epistle, 1 John 5:4-10


Faith overcomes the world, “not by water only, but by water and blood,” not by Baptism only, but by Baptism and Holy Communion.

4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world— our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the One who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that He has borne concerning His Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning His Son. 

Alleluia & Verse, Matt 28:8, John 20:26
page 190

We again chant the wonderful meaning of Easter.

He is risen from the dead, and behold, He is going before you to Galilee. Alleluia. Eight days later Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace to you!”

Holy Gospel, John 20:19-31


The risen Lord gives His disciples the authority to forgive sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Our faith, confirmed by the resurrection of Christ, is sure even without seeing. “Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed.”

19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into His side, I will never believe.”

26Eight days later, His disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 
(ESV)

Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day



We pray that God’s grace bless us with a strong faith.

LSB 472, “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”

The Sermon


Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P




C




Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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Proper Preface for Easter


The Church rejoices that her Lord, Who bore all sin in His body and destroyed death by His death, has been raised that we might have newness of life today, and eternal life.

And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini 
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns


We raise our alleluias in praise of the God whose great good has been manifested in the resurrection of Christ.

LSB 463, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia”

LSB 819, “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus

page 201

Benediction
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Pastor: The Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum 

Deacons: Vicar Solum & Bill Gurske

Organist: Marilyn Taddey

Music Director: Sally Winterstein

Choir Accompanist: Steve Winterstein

Altar flowers today are offered by

· Trinity’s Altar Guild.
About the cover

Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld's (1794-1872) depiction of Jesus appearing to his disciples, instructing Thomas to place his hand in his wounds in order that he might believe.
http://www.pitts.emory.edu/woodcuts/1853BiblD/00011570.jpg

Courtesy of the Digital Image Archive, Pitts Theology Library, Candler School of Theology, Emory University.
accessed April 15, 2009

God’s Stewards. Stewardship presupposes the unity that characterizes a Christian congregation. When we speak of a body, it is taken for granted that there is but one body (Ephesians 4:4-6; Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12:12). This does not imply, however, complete uniformity; the Holy Spirit does not induce uniformity. Other powers seek to do this. Christian unity reveals a profound and essential diversity; in this respect the Body of Christ is in many ways similar to the human body; this is seen in particular 1 Corinthians 12:12ff. Each one must recognize his own particular function in the whole and at the same time acknowledge that the others have special tasks too. All of us need all of the others (1 Cor. 12:21). This must be remembered, that the members who seem to be the weakest are the most necessary (1 Cor. 12:22-25). God in His fatherliness sets the members in their various positions in the body thereby giving this vision of manifold richness in unity its real authority. This belongs to everyone’s stewardship, and every steward has to accept this as part of his calling in the Body of Christ.

Missions. Trinity is linked the Dominican Republic, where Ablaze! Alliance Missionaries Walter and Ana Ries, from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil, serve. They write, "Sunday, March 15 was a landmark day in Santiago-the first Sunday morning gathering at the Lutheran Center in Santiago. During the week before, we visited many friends and acquaintances of ours in the Santiago area-friends we met at city cultural activities, friends who work at the tobacco shop in the museum, and friends of friends. Invitations were passed out, inviting them to join with us for a Sunday morning Bible study group. The night before, I was counting the number of people I might expect on my fingers, but not really sure who would be in attendance. On Sunday morning, we headed to the Center, both excited and a little apprehensive. Slowly and surely, friends began to gather until there were a total of 16 present! For the next hour and a half, we studied the Scriptures together, looking at some 'Bible Basics'-what exactly the 'Bible' means, how God speaks to us through His Word, and how this book is more than just a collection of fairytales. By the end of the class, everyone agreed that the Bible was worth further studying! Please keep this group of friends in your prayers that one day, they may be the founding members of a new church!"

Mount Cross. May 23-24, 2009 - Memorial Day Family Work Weekend at Mt. Cross.  Please help Mt. Cross get ready for Summer Camp.  Register yourself or your family for May 23-24 (Saturday-Sunday) and work like you have never worked before. Mt. Cross has been built by volunteers and continues this tradition each year.  Clean, construct, and do a variety of projects to make summer camp possible. Download a registration (pdf) from their website or call them at 831-336-5179 for more information.  
Coffee Hour: If you which to host the Coffee Hour, please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Place receipts or reimbursement request in the Treasurer’s slot in the Church Office.

Stewardship of the Word: Fri. (7:00) 00; Sat 00; Sun (6) 00, (8:15) 00, (11) 00; Bible Class: (Sun) 13; (Wed) –

Vicarage Placement. The Concordia Theological Seminary (Fort Wayne) Vicarage / Deaconess Internship Assignment Service will take place on April 20, at 7:00 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time); go to www.ctsfw.edu. The Concordia Seminary (St. Louis) Assignment service will be broadcast on April 22 at 7:00 p.m. CST; watch a live stream of the service by clicking on this link http://cslstl.edgeboss.net/download/cslstl/player/index.html or listen to the audio-only stream at: http://www.cslmedia.org/tower
The Priesthood Prays





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
Week of Quasimodogeniti 1st Sunday after Easter: April 19 – April 25


MATINS
VESPERS

Sun
Psalm 111
Exodus 20:1-24
Psalm 4
Luke 4:1-15



Exodus 21-22:19

Mon
Psalm 107:1-22
Exodus 22:20—23:13
Psalm 146
Luke 4:16-30

Tue
Psalm 107:23-43
Exodus 23:14-33
Psalm 147:1-11
Luke 4:31-44
Wed
Psalm 108
Exodus 24:1-18
Psalm 147:12-20
Luke 5:1-16
Thu
Psalm 109:1-20
Exodus 25:1-22
Psalm 148
Luke 5:17-39



   Exodus 25:23—30:38

Fri
Psalm 109:21-31
Exodus 31:1-18
Psalm 149
Luke 6:1-19
Sat
Psalm 119:161-176
Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 150
Luke 6:20-38
Announcements

April 19, 2009

9:45 Bible Study with Rev. Dr. James Bachman

1:00 p.m., Special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly today
Sun
4/19
No LSF Bible Study
Tue
4/21
7:30 p.m.
Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting

Wed
4/22
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Christian Life in the 5th Century

Thu
4/23
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir
Sun
4/26
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service-Misericordias Domini, 2nd Sun. after Easter; 




   Ezekiel 34:11-16; I Peter 2:21-25; John 10:11-18



11:00 a.m.
Service of Prayer and Preaching

Wed
4/29
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Christian Life in the 5th Century

Thu
4/30
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir
Fri
5/1
6-8 p.m.
1st Friday Family Fellowship Night

Sat
5/2
10-noon
Kitchen Committee Meeting



5:00 p.m.
Rehearsal for the 8:15 Ensemble – Pot Luck to follow

At 1:00 p.m., a special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly will hear a report from the Council and a presentation from Alan and Vivian Clark, founders of The Rosetta School of Palo Alto, followed by a Question- and -Answer period and a vote. The Clarks have made presentations to the Council & had meetings with representatives of the Board of Christian Education, the Board of Missions & Evangelism, the Board of Maintenance, the Sunday School, and the President, Treasurer & Pastor, regarding the opportunity for the Rosetta School to be hosted at Trinity. On March 10, the Council voted unanimously to continue discussions and commend this arrangement to the Voters. Please attend to hear about the school, ask questions, and give your advice by means of your vote. -- Gary Schwede, Congregation President
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